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Foreword 

This document (EN 599-1:2009+A1:2013) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 38 “Durability 
of wood and wood-based products”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2014, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by June 2014. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document includes Amendment 1 approved by CEN on 21 October 2013. 

This document supersedes EN 599-1:2009. 

The start and finish of text introduced or altered by amendment is indicated in the text by tags . 

Significant technical differences between this edition and EN 599-1:1996 are as follows: 

— The scope now emphasises that this standard is not a performance standard but a standard for 
characterising the efficacy of wood preservatives, based on data derived from the biological tests that it 
specifies, supplemented by, in certain cases, data from field tests. This European Standard provides a 
basis for establishing preservative retentions for timber when specified in conjunction with EN 351-1 
taking into account necessary local considerations. It points out that at present not all natural ageing 
factors which may affect the stability of active ingredients for wood preservatives can be assessed by 
standardized methods but have nevertheless to be taken into account in the development of preservative 
products capable of being effective in service. It also allows for preservatives that have been used 
successfully and legally before the standard was to have their efficacy confirmed in accordance with the 
general principles of the standard (so called “grandfather-clause”). 

— This document now provides for the use of data from CEN/TS 839, in specific cases, as a method for the 
assessment of preservatives designed for superficial applications. 

— In Annex A “Guidance on re-testing after making variations in product formulation”, requirements have 
been clarified by the provision of diagrams. 

— Production control has been withdrawn from Clause 9 and transferred to a new informative annex (now 
Annex B). 

— A new normative annex on the validity of test results from former standards after their revision has been 
added (now Annex H). 

EN 599 consists of two parts. Part 2 (EN 599-2, Durability of wood and wood-based products — Performance 
of preventive wood preservatives as determined by biological tests — Part 2: Classification and labelling) will 
be revised later once the exact requirements of the Biocidal Products Directive have been finalised. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This part of EN 599 is one of a series and should be used in conjunction with EN 599-2, EN 335-1 and 
EN 335-2, which describe the service conditions for treated wood in terms of use classes, and EN 351-1, 
which describes a classification system for preservative treated wood in terms of preservative penetration and 
gives guidance on classes for retentions. The need for wood preservatives depends in part on the natural 
durability of the wood and therefore this part of EN 599 should also be used in conjunction with EN 350-1, 
EN 350-2 and EN 460. 
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