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European foreword 

This document (EN 13381-1:2020) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 127 “Fire safety 
in buildings”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2021, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by January 2021. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 13381-1:2014. 

The main changes with respect to the previous edition are listed below: 

Clarifications regarding the following items: 

a) determination of the characteristic surface temperature curve; 

b) limits of applicability (addition of integrity and insulation performances in the tables); 

c) assessment when the semi-natural fire test is performed (Annex A). 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association. 

This document is one of a series of standards for evaluating the contribution to the fire resistance of 
structural members by applied fire protection materials. The other parts of this series are: 

— Part 2: Vertical protective membranes, 

— Part 3: Applied protection to concrete members, 

— Part 4: Applied passive protection to steel members, 

— Part 5: Applied protection to concrete/profiled sheet steel composite members, 

— Part 6: Applied protection to concrete filled hollow steel columns, 

— Part 7: Applied protection to timber members, 

— Part 8: Applied reactive protection to steel members, 

— Part 9: Applied fire protection systems to steel beams with web openings. 

The fire protection capacity of the horizontal protective membrane can be nullified by the presence of 
combustible materials in the cavity above the membrane. The applicability of the results of the 
assessment is limited according to the quantity and position of such combustible materials within that 
cavity. The amount of combustible material permissible in the cavity is typically given in national 
regulations. 
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According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United 
Kingdom. 
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