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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 89 "Thermal
performance of buildings and building components”, the secretariat of which is held by SIS

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication
of an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2000, and conflicting
national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by September 2000.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations
of the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom.

Introduction

Air permeability is an important performance characteristic for many types of building
envelopes. The general test method given in this standard sets out the main features
(definitions, apparatus, test procedure, expression of results) for the laboratory testing of air
permeability of building components and parts of building envelopes. Annex A (normative)
gives test conditions (which may depend on the type and use of the tested products), to be
followed unless product specifications specify otherwise.

Except where specific products have properties which make application of this standard
difficult, this standard should be used as the reference by all harmonised product
specifications.

1 Scope

This standard defines a general laboratory test method for determining the air permeability of
building components or building elements, when subjected to positive or negative air pressure
differences. It specifies the definitions, the test equipment and procedure, and provides
directions for the interpretation of results.

Annexes give indications on test conditions and a method for expressing results using a
regression technique.

This standard is not applicable to whole buildings or on site measurements.

2 Normative references
No other European or International Standards are referred to.

3 Definitions, symbols and units

3.1 Definitions
For the purposes of this standard, the following definitions apply:
3.1.1 pressure differenceDifference in static pressure across a specimen.



