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Test methods for external fire exposure to roofs
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Foreword

This document (CEN/TS 1187:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 127 “Fire safety in
buildings”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes ENV 1187:2002.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to announce this Technical Specification: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, ltaly,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

The first mandate given to CEN/TC 127 on fire resistance testing (Mandate No. 117) in support of the
Construction Products Directive required two test methods for external fire exposure to roofs. One test method
was to include the effect of a burning brand, the other was to include the effect of a burning brand together
with wind and supplementary radiant heat. These two draft methods were circulated for the CEN 6-month
enquiry, but many countries did not support the two and several countries requested that only one method
should be prepared by CEN.

The topic was referred to the EC Fire Regulators' Group. Discussions took place in both the Fire Regulators'
Group and the Standing Committee on Construction, and in April 1997 CEN/TC 127 was requested to
produce a standard incorporating the two existing draft methods and the Nordtest method.

The Standing Committee accepted this as a short-term solution and strongly expressed the view that a truly
harmonised test procedure should be developed in the long term, i.e. a single test procedure for this
characteristic.

Realizing that the three test method document (ENV 1187:2002 dated May 2002) and the Amendment A1
(ENV 1187:2002/A1 dated August 2005) did not have the same time scale, it was decided to consider all four
methods under the same procedure.

This Technical Specification will be followed by a single test procedure required by the European Commission.

CAUTION — The attention of all persons concerned with managing and carrying out these tests is
drawn to the fact that fire testing can be hazardous and that there is a possibility that toxic and/or
harmful smoke and gases can be evolved during the test.

An assessment of all potential hazards and risks to health should be made and safety precautions
should be identified and provided. Written safety instructions should be issued. Appropriate training
should be given to all relevant personnel. Laboratory personnel should ensure that they follow written
safety instructions at all times.



