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European foreword

This document (EN 1276:2019) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 216 “Chemical
disinfectants and antiseptics”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by February 2020 and conflicting national standards shall
be withdrawn at the latest by February 2020.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 1276:2009.
Data obtained by using the latest version of EN 1276 are still valid.
The main changes in relation to EN 1276:2009 are:

— handrub and handwash test conditions and test requirements have been harmonized with
EN 13727;

— interfering substance for breweries, soft drinks, cosmetics and cleaning in place have been deleted.
A sentence to allow additional interfering substance for specific applications has been added;

— the obligatory conditions (temperature and contact time) have been deleted. The text has been
harmonized with EN 13727 keeping specified time intervals and temperature steps;

— test conditions for temperatures = 40 °C have been added.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of
North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the
United Kingdom.
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Introduction

This document describes a suspension test for establishing whether a chemical disinfectant or
antiseptic has or does not have bactericidal activity in the fields described in the scope.

This laboratory test takes into account practical conditions of application of the product, including
contact time, temperature, test organisms and interfering substance, i.e. conditions which may influence
its action in practical situations.

The conditions are intended to cover general purposes and to allow reference between laboratories and
product types. Each utilization concentration of the chemical disinfectant or antiseptic found by this test
corresponds to defined test conditions. However, for some applications, the recommendations of use of
a product can differ and therefore additional test conditions need to be used.
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