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Foreword 

This document (EN 81-21:2009+A1:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 10 !“Lifts, 
escalators and moving walks”", the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by February 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by February 2013. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 81-21:2009. 

This document includes Amendment 1 approved by CEN on 2012-07-16. 

The start and finish of text introduced or altered by amendment is indicated in the text by tags !". 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s). 

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

This standard is part of the EN 81 series of standards “Safety rules for the construction and installation of lifts”. 
This is the first edition. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This document is a type C standard as stated in EN ISO 12100. 

When provisions of this type C standard are different from those stated in type A or B standards, the 
provisions of this type C standard take precedence over the provisions of the other standards, for machines 
that have been designed and built according to the provisions of this type C standard.  

The machinery concerned and the extent to which hazards, hazardous situations and events are covered are 
indicated in the scope of this document. 

Where one or several requirements in EN 81-1 or EN 81-2 !deleted text" cannot be fulfilled, due to 
reasons such as the constraints of the structure of the existing building, the corresponding requirements in this 
European Standard apply. According to section 2.2 of Annex I to the Lifts Directive, the application of 
alternative measures to prevent the risk of crushing above and underneath the lift car is restricted to 
installations where the requirement for free space or refuge is impossible to fulfil and may be subject to prior 
approval by national authorities. 

The main concern dealt with in this standard is the reduction of top and pit clearances that may be required 
due to site conditions. The adopted principle of safety is based on two levels of achievement: first by means of 
an electrical stopping of the lift car, then by means of a mechanical stopping of the lift car. 

When drafting this standard, it has been considered for reduced overhead and pit the following: 

a) Risk reduction measures that rely solely on operations in compliance with procedures are considered as 
not acceptable, except in a few situations in which mistake-proof solutions are not available (e.g. some 
activities in repair and installation in which safety devices cannot be operational); 

b) The risk reduction measures shall be automatically (without any intervention) activated, or may be 
manually activated if mistake-proof-by-design, or a combination of both is used. 
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